
- 1 -

HUMANITIES
 

" I 've been constant ly concerned about human act ions. . .

not  to mock them, not to pi ty them.. .

nor hate them,

but only to understand them"

(Spinoza, Tractatus pol i t icus I ,  4)

The Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Cul ture promotes the encounter between the saving message
of the Gospel  and the cul tures of  our t ime, of ten marked by non-bel ief  and rel ig ious
indi f ference, so that they may be increasingly open to the Chr ist ian fa i th,  creator of
cul ture and inspir ing source of  science, l i terature and the arts (Cf.  Motu Propr io Inde a
Pont i f icatus ,  25 March 1993, Art .  1) .  I t  manifests the Church's pastoral  sol ic i tude in the
face of  the ser ious phenomena of  f racture between the Gospel  and cul tures,  promotes
the Church's and the Holy See's relat ions wi th the wor ld of  cul ture,  taking in i t iat ives
concerning dialogue between fai th and cul tures as wel l  as intercul tural  d ia logue and
fol lowing those undertaken by the var ious inst i tut ions of  the Church. Final ly,  i t  of fers i ts
col laborat ion to the corresponding bodies of  the Episcopal  Conferences.

The Humanit ies Department presents i tsel f  as a centre of  research and study with wide-
ranging interests.  I t  p laces at  the centre of  i ts  invest igat ion the human person, existence,
al l  human cul tural  manifestat ions,  in humanity ’s present and histor ical  becoming, and in
human format ion marked and inspired by an authent ic Chr ist ian humanism.

I ts hor izon of  act iv i ty can be def ined in terms of  anthropology art iculated through
phi losophy, l i terature,  myst ic ism, economics (as a humanist ic choice in i ts deep sense
of the law of  the house of  the wor ld),  ar t  (wi th a focus on cinema and art  cr i t ic ism),
universi t ies and academic real i t ies,  mass-media,  h istory and sociology. These are the
areas that emerge most c lear ly at  the moment,  wi thout neglect ing theology, aware that
"God is always present in the human. He became so the f i rst  t ime, in fu l lness,  in the
incarnat ion of  the Word, but He is also present in the t races He leaves in the human" (Pope
Francis at  the end of  the Spir i tual  Exercises of  the Cur ia,  2019).
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This is a constel lat ion of  speci f ic  themes and, at  the same t ime, t ransversal  to other
Departments of  the Dicastery,  l inked to the act ion and mission of  the Church in the
cul tures of  the contemporary wor ld.  I t  is  a fundamental  path in the current histor ical  context
where there is no clear and shared formulat ion of  anthropology (and of  person),  but  i t  is
predominant ly mobi le and f lu id.

The physiognomy and the object ive of  the Department are to be a laboratory of  ideas, a s i te
of  new st imul i ,  in cul tural  events,  to ref lect  on crucial  issues concerning mankind, so that
the voice of  the Holy See, through the Dicastery,  reaches the cul tural  debates of  our t ime.


