
- 1 -

THE FOUNDATION SCIENCE AND FAITH, STOQ

In December 2013 the f i rst  meet ing of  the STOQ Foundat ion's Scient i f ic  Commit tee
was held in the of f ices of  the Dicastery wi th Prof .  Piero Benvenut i  being appointed as
Secretary.

The then-Secretary of  State,  Card.  Tarcis io Bertone, had on 10 January 2012 publ ished
the content of  an Audience dur ing which the Holy Father Benedict  XVI had const i tuted the
“Fondazione Scienza e Fede – STOQ”, in the State of  the Vat ican City.

The creat ion of  the Foundat ion was promoted by Cardinal  Ravasi  fo l lowing the request
of  several  Pont i f ical  Universi t ies based in Rome to give a formal cont inui ty to the STOQ
Project ,  a near ly decade-old in i t iat ive which had seen remarkable success in promot ing
the dialogue Science, Theology and the Ontological  Quest .  This in turn had been launched
on the wake of  the Gal i leo Commission under the presidency of  Cardinal  Poupard.

The STOQ Foundat ion oversees a pool ing of  resources and in i t iat ives,  lectures and
academic programmes between the Pont i f ical  universi t ies and the scient i f ic  community.
Workshops, conferences, publ icat ions,  courses, even exhibi t ions on the themes that
connect the natural  sciences, phi losophy and theology.

On 6 December 2013 the f i rst  meet ing of  the Scient i f ic  oversight Commit tee was held
on the premises of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Cul ture – which is also home to the soon-
to-be-opened “Peter E.Hodgson” Memorial  L ibrary – and the aims, object ives,  members,
funct ions and secretar iat  of  the Foundat ion were formal ised under the Pro-Presidency of
Cardinal  Ravasi  and the Presidency of  Piero Benvenut i .

Other Members include Prof .  Gianluigi  Cardinal i ,  Andrea Moro, María Ángles Mart ín
Rodriguez-Ovel le i ro,  Javier de Centra de Larragán, Guy Consolmagno, Dominique Lambert
as wel l  as inst i tut ional  representat ives of  the fo l lowing universi t ies:  Lateran, Gregor ian,
Regina Apostolorum, Angel icum, Salesianum, Santa Croce, and Urbaniana.


