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JOINT APPEAL FOR PEACE
25 October 2022

FOLLOW THE PATH OF PEACE

Our wor ld is once again confront ing conf l ic ts,  turmoi l  and grave chal lenges. The scourges
of war,  c l imate change and economic hardship have brought unspeakable pain and
suffer ing to mi l l ions of  people across the globe. As a consequence of  a wor ld war being
fought piecemeal,  over 100 mi l l ion people have had to f lee their  homes, fami l ies have been
separated, and count less mothers,  fathers,  sons and daughters are l iv ing in fear,  unable
to pract ice their  fa i th,  pursue their  dreams for a better l i fe,  or  even simply to play sport .

This human tragedy comes as the wor ld is st i l l  reel ing f rom a global  pandemic that
reminded us how vulnerable al l  human beings can be. In l ight  of  that  important exper ience
of humil i ty,  we reaff i rm our determinat ion to bui ld on the powerful  sense of  sol idar i ty wi th
one another that  emerged from the heal th cr is is.  We are convinced that i t  is  only wi th
such a spir i t  of  sol idar i ty in our hearts that  we can ef fect ively face the many chal lenges
threatening humanity and our planet today.

In th is spir i t  of  sol idar i ty,  we urge world leaders to seek just  and peaceful  solut ions to al l
d isputes and conf l ic ts.  We cal l  on them to foster dialogue, understanding and fraterni ty
among peoples,  and to uphold the digni ty of  every man, woman and chi ld,  especial ly the
poor,  the vulnerable,  the marginal ized and those suffer ing f rom the violence of  war and
armed conf l ic t .

God wi l ls  the peace and uni ty of  our human fami ly.  The Olympic and Paralympic Games
are a great symbol of  such uni ty,  for  they br ing indiv iduals and peoples together in heal thy
compet i t ion and encourage our wor ld to see in athlet ic compet i t ion a genuine path to
peace, founded on personal  d iscipl ine and commitment to teamwork in the pursui t  of
excel lence.

United in th is convict ion,  we appeal  to wor ld leaders to fo l low this path,  for  the benef i t  of
every nat ion and people.

Thomas Bach

IOC President

Cardinal  José Tolent ino de Mendonça

Prefect  of  the Dicastery for  Cul ture and Educat ion
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Cardinal  Kevin J.  Farrel l

Prefect  of  the Dicastery for  the Lai ty,  the Family and Li fe

Cardinal  Michael  Czerny

Prefect  of  the Dicastery for  Promot ing Integral  Human Development

[French, I ta l ian,  Spanish Translat ions]


