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COMMEMORATIVE ACT: 30 YEARS OF THE DICASTERY
 
CHRONICLE

On 12 June 2012, the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Cul ture celebrated thir ty years of  i ts  existence.

In the morning, people who had been involved in the l i fe of  the Dicastery s ince i ts creat ion
gathered in the church of  Sant ’Anna in the Vat ican for a Euchar ist ic Celebrat ion presided
over by Cardinal  Gianfranco Ravasi .

In the af ternoon, the celebrat ion cont inued with a Publ ic Session held in the audi tor ium of
our new bui ld ing,  Palazzo Pio X in v ia del la Conci l iazione, to ref lect  on the past,  present
and future of  the Dicastery wi th the object ives out l ined by John Paul  I I .

In fact ,  the PCC was born af ter  a long per iod of  gestat ion on 20 May 1982 as a f ru i t  of  the
Second Vat ican Counci l .

The ceremony was overseen by His Excel lency the Delegate,  Monsignor Car los Azevedo
and began with a br ief  greet ing by the Secretary of  the Counci l ,  His Excel lency Monsignor
Barthélemy Adoukonou.

Aware of  the history and prehistory of  these last  th i r ty years,  the f i rst  moment of  the
commemorat ive act ,  which took the form of a t r iptych, was dedicated to the past.  

Monsignor Melchor Sánchez de Toca, undersecretary of  the Dicastery i l lustrated i ts
or ig ins using his long study of  the Dicastery’s genesis.  With the help of  Rai ,  the
I ta l ian State Televis ion company, a f i lm was produced and were given a preview af ter
a br ief  introduct ion by Giovanni  Minol i ,  Director of  Rai Stor ia,  the channel  which would
subsequent ly t ransmit  the programme. The Counci l  then of fered f lowers to the journal ist
Antonia Pi l losio as a s ign of  thanks for the mediat ic v is ion she brought to our work.

Permanent at tent ion to new cul tural  s i tuat ions,  encountered with fa i thfulness to the Word
of God and the Magister ium, mark the present work of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Cul ture.
So the President,  Cardinal  Gianfranco Ravasi ,  then of fered a br ief  overview of  our current
act iv i t ies and concerns.
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The last  e lement of  the t r iptych was given over to a prospect ive v is ion of  the future by the
phi losopher Fabr ice Hadjadj .

Hadjadj  presented a cr i t ical  v is ion of  the not ion of  cul ture,  invi t ing us to surpass certain
past t ra jector ies:  aestet ic ism, technic ism, scient ism, ecologysm, spir i tual ism, as a face
of a pseudo-humanism. Renouncing di f ferent types of  fundamental ism requires an ef for t
by Chr ist ians.  The reduct ion of  cul ture to the cul tural ,  tour ist ic,  and patr imonial  markets
or to the banal  use of  social  media does not promote an act ive cul ture,  but  a cul ture of
spectators,  of  pure exchange without human qual i ty.  The Gospel  is  cal led on to enr ich
every cul ture.  When Christ iani ty and Christ ianism are co- ident i f ied,  a confusion between
the Gospel  and cul ture is created and the end of  cul ture wi l l  be the end of  Chr ist iani ty.

I t  is  not  the non-Christ ians who are responsible for  the dramat ic confusion between cul ture
and Gospel ,  but  the Chr ist ians who are blocked in the past or who adhere to a counter-
cul ture of  the ephemeral .

For Hadjadj  only Cathol ic ism is able to save a theocentr ic humanism, the promise of  God
for human beings. Seeking the def in i t ive,  the eternal  in t ime, in the incarnat ion,  is  a spr ing
of a t rue hope that opens up a new future for  cul ture.  As the t ime of  cul ture is long, Fabr ice
Hadjadj  maintains that  eschatology, the f inal  end of  human history wi l l  be a perennial
inspirat ion for  the creat iv i ty of  contemporary cul ture.

Final ly,  Mons. Car los Azevedo announced a surpr ise.  Af ter two months of  work wi th the
Vat ican’s Internet Off ice,  the Dicastery’s new si te,  had now been act ivated. Mr Richard
Rouse presented this new manner of  communicat ing to celebrate in a concrete manner our
thir t ieth year.


