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SCIENCE AND RELIGION IN LATIN AMERICA
Workshop at  Oxford Universi ty,  5-7 September 2013

From 5th to 7th September,  2013 the Ian Ramsey Centre for  Science and Rel ig ion ( IRC)
at Oxford Universi ty hosted a three day Workshop on "Chal lenges and Opportuni t ies for
Science and Rel ig ion in Lat in America".  This event took place at  Harr is Manchester Col lege
and was the last  in the ser ies of  in i t iat ives wi th in the Project  "Science and Rel ig ion in Lat in
America" (www.cyral .org),  co-directed by Andrew Pinsent and Ignacio Si lva.  Mons. Tomasz
Trafny,  the Head of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Cul ture 's own Science and Fai th department
at tended and f i led th is report .

The main goal  of  the Project  was to understand and document research into issues
regarding science and rel ig ion across Lat in America.  IRC intended also to st imulate new
intel lectual  enquiry and educat ion in issues pert inent to science and rel ig ion and to
promote internat ional  col laborat ion wi th in Lat in America -  a region of  undergoing rapid
academic and economic growth.

Among about 50 part ic ipants of  the Workshop, there were science and rel ig ion scholars
from Lat in America (Brazi l ,  Argent ina,  Mexico,  Chi le,  Colombia,  Peru,  Uruguay),  North
America (US, Canada) and Europe (UK, Spain,  I ta ly,  Austr ia,  Holy See),  as wel l  as
journal ists and representat ives of  two Foundat ions BioLogos and the John Templeton
Foundat ion (JTF).

Fol lowing a Capabi l i ty  Report prepared by the IRC on "Science and Rel ig ion in Lat in
America" the part ic ipants considered the current real i ty in the region dur ing guided group
discussions. The Report  and discussion showed clear ly that  in general  the relat ionship
between science and rel ig ion is not perceived as a problemat ic,  even though at  the
inst i tut ional  level  of  state universi t ies and state pol icy there is a lack of  support  and
insuff ic ient  appraisal  of  new opportuni t ies for  research and academic development.  In
fact  th is inf luences the younger generat ions of  researchers who despi te their  interest
in interdiscipl inary invest igat ion in science and rel ig ion are of ten unable to pursue a
professional  career in th is f ie ld.

There are st i l l  many prejudices among the scient i f ic  community about science and
rel ig ion wi th in the context  of  interdiscipl inary research. In many academic environments
" interdiscipl inar i ty"  re lates to theological  topics as a weak science and synonym of sub-
scient i f ic  knowledge. However,  in many countr ies there are more and more researchers
who would l ike to explore th is f ie ld of  invest igat ion wi th in the inst i tut ional  f ramework of
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academic act iv i t ies.  Some examples were presented in that  sense, such as the project
on Determinism and Indeterminism: f rom Science to Phi losophy developed by Austral
Universi ty in Argent ina.

Dur ing the discussions part ic ipants also looked for answers to a set  of  quest ions related to
the actual  s i tuat ion in research and dialogue about science and rel ig ion in Lat in America;
opportuni t ies and threats;  re lat ionships between Lat in American inst i tut ions and European
or North American ones. The discussion embraced also the issue of  future research act ions
and strategies for  science and rel ig ion in Lat in America,  as wel l  as the quest ion whether
a Lat in American Society for  Science and Rel ig ion should be created as a formal body to
promote research and act iv i t ies in the region.

There was expressed a common wish to consol idate already exist ing groups of  research
and discussion; to secure a more prominent posi t ion for  science and rel ig ion in universi ty
curr icula;  to promote greater part ic ipat ion by Lat in American scholars in wor ldwide
research as wel l  as to contr ibute to improving publ ic understanding of  contemporary issues
in science and rel ig ion.

I t  was recal led that especial ly among Cathol ic universi t ies the dialogue between science
and rel ig ion is considered an important part  of  searching for t ruth.  Indeed, the Apostol ic
Const i tut ion Ex Corde Ecclesiae states that  an area that part icular ly interests a Cathol ic
Universi ty is the dialogue between Christ ian thought and the modern sciences. This task
requires persons part icular ly wel l  versed in the indiv idual  d iscipl ines and who are at
the same t ime adequately prepared theological ly,  and who are capable of  confront ing
epistemological  quest ions at  the level  of  the relat ionship between fai th and reason. Such
dialogue concerns the natural  sciences as much as the human sciences which posi t
new and complex phi losophical  and ethical  problems. The Christ ian researcher should
demonstrate the way in which human intel l igence is enr iched by the higher t ruth that
comes from the Gospel :  "The intel l igence is never diminished, rather,  i t  is  st imulated and
reinforced by that inter ior  fount of  deep understanding that is the Word of  God, and by
the hierarchy of  values that resul ts f rom i t . . .  In i ts unique manner,  the Cathol ic Universi ty
helps to manifest  the super ior i ty of  the spir i t ,  that  can never,  wi thout the r isk of  losing i ts
very sel f ,  be placed at  the service of  something other than the search for t ruth" (Ex Corde
Ecclesiae ,  46).


