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THE TRAIN OF CHILDREN, A VOYAGE THROUGH BEAUTY

On 23 June, around 300 chi ldren and those accompanying them took a FrecciaArgento t ra in
in a voyage of  beauty.  Depart ing f rom Mi lan,  af ter  two intermediate stops in Bologna and
Florence they arr ived at  the Vat ican's own train stat ion where the chi ldren gathered to
greet the Holy Father at  the moment of  the Angelus.

The aim of  the "Train of children, a voyage through beauty” is  to promote the exper ience
of created art ,  g iv ing the chi ldren a chance to part ic ipate in v is ib le communicat ion,  in the
language of  images. This happened already as the chi ldren vis i ted the Duomo in each of
the c i t ies along the way, educat ing them in beauty and the strength of  cooperat ion as a
common good.

During the voyage from Mi lan to Rome, chi ldren's educat ional  mater ia l  was suppl ied by the
personnel  of  the Ferrovie del lo Stato I ta l iane. And the Chi ldren's Courtyard benef i ted f rom
the part ic ipat ion of  Rome's Ospedale Bambino Gesù which provided a special  welcome to
the chi ldren, who come from troubled backgrounds, many having never t raveled.

Together wi th i ts task of  making adul t  bel ievers and non-bel ievers speak to each other,
the Courtyard of  the Gent i les,  through i ts Chi ldren's Courtyard has sought to create a
space dedicated to bui ld ing up values in people f rom an ear ly age, through teaching and
format ion.
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