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JOHN PAUL II
Talk to the Plenary Assembly of  the Counci l  in 1985

Indeed, I  perceive you as qual i f ied wi tnesses of  Cathol ic cul ture throughout the wor ld,
charged to ref lect  l ikewise on the evolut ions and expectat ions of  the di f ferent cul tures
in the regions, as in the sectors of  act iv i ty which are your own. In v i r tue of  the mission
which I  have entrusted to you, you are cal led to assist  the Holy See, wi th competence,
to understand better the profound and diverse aspirat ions of  the cul tures of  today and
to discern better how the universal  Church can respond to these. For,  throughout the
world,  or ientat ions,  mental i t ies,  ways of  th inking and of  conceiv ing the meaning of  l i fe are
changing, exert ing mutual  inf luence on each other,  confront ing one another no doubt in a
manner more str ik ing than ever before.


