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INTERVENTION of S. EM. CARD. RAVASI

(Part  I  -  chapter I I  – Nos. 26-35)

Synod of  Bishops 2018

I would br ief ly emphasize Nos. 26-35 of  the Instrumentum Labor is ,  a sect ion that looks at
contemporary youth cul ture.  I t  is  est imated that there are current ly 1.8 bi l l ion people in the
world between 16 and 29 years old,  a quarter of  humanity.  Pope Paul  VI said:  “Many today
speak about young people,  but  not many speak  to  young people.”

1.  When we talk about young people,  however,  we can st i l l  ident i fy what they themselves
communicate in their  very many di f ferent ways of  th inking and act ing.  There are two
opposing facets to explore.

The f i rst  includes many problemat ic features that of ten mirror the new ethical-social
models.  I  am thinking of  the phenomenon of  the f ragmented sel f ,  l inked to the pr imacy
of emot ions, and of  the l inear accumulat ion of  th ings rather than the quest for  fur ther
understanding. Thus, the anorexia of  the projects and goals corresponds to a bul imia
of resources – especial ly informat ion technology. The dominance of  technology over
humanist ic knowledge is also s igni f icant.  And then I  th ink of  the ethical  and rel ig ious
apathy and also of  a certain juveni le tendency to sel f - reference that osci l lates between the
mental i ty of  being part  of  the herd and the reject ion of  the other,  as seen in bul ly ing or in
verbal  and pictor ia l  v io lence on the social  networks.

There is,  however,  a second very posi t ive facet:  young people are bearers of  great
human and spir i tual  resources. Suff ice i t  to ment ion the strong sense of  f r iendship,  l ived
sol idar i ty,  voluntary service,  yearning for f reedom, authent ic wi tness, love for music,  the
arts and sport ,  request for  coherence addressed to the c iv i l  and rel ig ious community,  the
cal l  for  a more joyful  and evangel ical  Church, the fascinat ion st i l l  exercised by the f igure
of Chr ist  and his Gospel .

2.  Final ly,  a word on the abi l i ty  to speak to young people.  The Church needs to delve into a
new language that is in harmony with young people’s new communicat ive grammars,  taking
into account the hor izons that are of  interest  to them. I ’ l l  br ief ly ment ion two:
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The f i rst  is  that  of  science and technology, which are rewri t ing much of  c lassical
anthropology. Young people are fascinated by them: th ink only of  genet ics and DNA,
i ts f lexibi l i ty  and how i t  can be modif ied,  or  the neurosciences and their  many ethical
impl icat ions,  or  Strong Art i f ic ia l  Intel l igence, which sees machines becoming sel f -aware
and able to “ th ink.”

The second hor izon is the prevai l ing path of  d ig i ta l  cul ture,  that  is ,  of  the infosphere
whose web embraces the whole of  humanity,  including, in a radical  way, the young people,
the digi ta l  nat ives.  The realm of  the v i r tual ,  the mult ip l icat ion of  data,  homogeneity of
languages, accelerated communicat ion,  incessant enjoyment – making some people info-
obese – are r isky components,  as is seen in the v io lence, pornography, the “dark web,”
and fals i ty in the network.  But th is digi ta l  cul ture is needed to weave new dialogues, to
transmit  values, and to integrate the Chr ist ian message in th is new global  Areopagus.

To conclude, we recal l  the words of  another holy Pope, John XXII I :  “Tel l  the young people
that the wor ld already existed before them, and remind the elder ly that  the wor ld wi l l  exist
af ter  them.”

(This is the wr i t ten text  used by Cardinal  Ravasi  as a basis for  h is of f - the-cuff  remarks at
#Synod2018)


