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THE YOUTH FORUM

The voice and point  of  v iew of  young people wi th in the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Cul ture 

Eleven young men and eleven women, aged between 18 and 27, bel ievers and non-
bel ievers:  these are the members of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Cul ture Youth Forum,
created by Cardinal  Gianfranco Ravasi  to represent the voice and point  of  v iew of  young
people on the key cul tural  issues of  interest  to the Dicastery,  the Church and contemporary
society.

Gathered for the f i rst  t ime on 18 February 2019, the Youth Forum is a permanent body
that of fers an act ive and cr i t ical  contr ibut ion to the act iv i t ies and projects of  the Pont i f ical
Counci l  for  Cul ture,  formulat ing opinions and proposals on issues and in i t iat ives that af fect
the wor ld of  young people.  The Manifesto of  the Youth Forum out l ines the guidel ines of
their  act ion towards the di f f icul t ies of  the younger generat ions:  l is tening to understand,
dialoguing to uni te and bui ld ing to overcome.

To ensure a mult id iscipl inary approach to the work,  and to represent the macro-areas of
interest  of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Cul ture,  the Youth Forum is div ided into four themat ic
areas, namely:  Cul ture,  Sciences, Society and Spir i tual i ty.  Each area is led by a member
of the Direct ive Board,  a board which is elected by the Forum members and directs the
Forum according to the pr inciple of  shared leadership.

The twenty-two members,  selected on the basis of  their  academic prof i les and their
personal  ski l ls ,  stand out for  their  passion, creat iv i ty,  ambit ion and commitment in di f ferent
f ie lds and contexts.  A heterogeneous group, wi th di f ferent paths and perspect ives,  uni ted
by one aspirat ion:  the desire to give a voice to their  generat ion,  in the awareness that
concrete commitment,  research and act ive part ic ipat ion are cr i t ical  prerequis i tes for  facing
prospects and chal lenges of  the future.

Among the young members there are,  therefore,  students of  c lassical  and art ist ic high
school  and universi ty students of  Law, Economics,  Cul tural  Her i tage, Pol i t ical  Sciences
and Internat ional  Relat ions,  but also Psychology, Medieval  History and Paleography. There
is no shortage of  scient i f ic  paths,  wi th graduates in Medical  Engineer ing and Environmental
Engineer ing as wel l  as enthusiasts of  b ioethics and biotechnology.

There are sportsmen, music ians, lovers of  l i terature or photography. Some of them wri te
on blogs and onl ine newspapers,  col laborate wi th associat ions and research inst i tutes,
volunteer abroad and pursue careers in the wor ld of  informat ion,  d ip lomacy, pol i t ics or in
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business. Some were born in Rome and moved to Europe to cont inue their  studies,  others
come from di f ferent regions of  I ta ly and have chosen the capi ta l  as the basis for  their
academic and l i fe path.

Pope Francis,  in a speech addressed to the Congregat ion of  the Clergy in June 2017,
stated that of ten "young people are judged in a somewhat superf ic ia l  way and too easi ly
are labeled as a l iquid generat ion,  devoid of  passions and ideals".  He then stressed
the importance of  "recogniz ing that young people are able to bet f i rmly on l i fe and to
get involved with generosi ty;  to look towards the future and thus be an ant idote to the
resignat ion and loss of  hope that marks our society;  to be creat ive and imaginat ive,
courageous to change, magnanimous when i t  comes to spending onesel f  for  others or for
ideals such as sol idar i ty,  just ice and peace. With al l  their  l imi tat ions,  they are always a
resource”.

The members of  the Youth Forum undoubtedly represent those proact ive,  courageous,
generous and passionate young people of  whom the Holy Father speaks.

For more info on who they are see here.


