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PREFECT

Pope Francis appointed His Eminence Cardinal  José Tolent ino de Mendonça as prefect  of
the Dicastery for  Cul ture and Educat ion on September 26, 2022.

He was born in Funchal ,  in the is land of  Madeira,  on 15 December 1965. In 1986 he began
to at tend the Cathol ic Universi ty of  Portugal  in the capi ta l ,  where in 1989 he obtained a
l icent iate in theology.

He was ordained a pr iest  for  h is home diocese on 28 July 1990, and in the same year he
enrol led at  the Pont i f ical  Bibl ical  Inst i tute in Rome, where he was awarded a l icent iate in
bibl ical  sciences in 1992. In 2004, again at  the Cathol ic Universi ty of  Portugal  in Lisbon,
he completed his format ion wi th a doctorate summa cum laude in bibl ical  theology with a
text  on the Gospel  of  Luke (7:  36-50, the scene of  the encounter between Jesus and the
sinful  woman in the house of  Simon, the Phar isee),  wi th as relator the Jesui t  exegete Jean-
Noël Alet t i .  He subsequent ly carr ied out research at  the Straus Inst i tute for  the Advanced
Study of  Law and Just ice in New York (2011-2012).

He cont inued to l ive in Funchal  for  the f i rst  three years of  h is presbyteral  ministry,
teaching at  the diocesan seminary and cont inuing to col laborate wi th the Nossa Senhora
do Livramento par ish.  In 1995 he transferred to the capi ta l  of  Portugal ,  fu l f i l l ing for  f ive
years the mission of  chaplain of  the Cathol ic universi ty.  In 2001 he was sent to Rome
as rector,  for  two years,  of  the Pont i f ical  Portuguese Col lege, and af ter  the doctorate he
became professor of  New Testament and aesthet ic theology in the Facul ty of  Theology of
the Cathol ic Universi ty of  Portugal  in Lisbon (2004-2018).  In the meant ime he edi ted the
journal  of  theological  studies “Didaskal ia”  (2005-2012),  and directed the Centre for  studies
of rel ig ions and cul tures (2012-2017) of  the same Athenaeum, and was rector of  the chapel
of  Nossa Senhora da Bonança (2010-2018).

Appointed in 2011 as consul tor  of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Cul ture,  the fo l lowing year
he became vice-rector of  the Cathol ic Universi ty of  Portugal ,  a lso carry ing out teaching
act iv i t ies as a v is i tor  in Brazi l  at  the Cathol ic universi t ies of  Pernambuco and Rio de
Janeiro,  and at  the Facul ty of  Phi losophy and Theology of  the Jesui ts in Belo Hor izonte.

He has publ ished numerous volumes and art ic les in the theological  and exeget ical  f ie lds,
as wel l  as var ious poet ic works,  a lso drawing on l i terary and phi losophical  language. An
expert  in the relat ionship between l i terature and theology, in 2014 he represented Portugal
in the World Poetry Day and for several  years he has edi ted a weekly column in the
newspaper “Expresso ”  ent i t led “What c louds are ” .
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In 2018 Pope Francis f i rst  chose him to preach, f rom 18 to 23 February,  the spir i tual
exercises for  the Roman Curia in Ar iccia on the theme “In praise of  th i rst” ;  and then, on
26 June, he appointed him as archiv ist  and l ibrar ian of  the Holy Roman Church, elevat ing
him at  the same t ime to the t i tu lar  see of  Suava, wi th the digni ty of  archbishop.

After receiv ing episcopal  ordinat ion in Lisbon on 28 July 2018, f rom the Cardinal  Patr iarch
Manuel Clemente – conconsecrated by Cardinal  António Augusto dos Santos Marto,
ordinary of  Leir ia-Fát ima, and the bishop emeri tus of  Funchal ,  Teodoro de Faría – he chose
as his motto Considerate l i l ia agr i ,  “Consider the l i l ies of  the f ie ld” ,  taken from the Sermon
on the Mount (Matthew 6:  28).

He was created and proclaimed Cardinal  by Pope Francis in the consistory of  5 October
2019, of  the Deaconry of  Sant i  Domenico e Sisto .


