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THE FUTURE OF HUMANITY
Cultures and Fai th Vol .  XXVI 2018 N.1

Vol.  XXVI 2018 N.1 of  the Dicastery 's journal  has i ts focus on the Future of  Humanity.

This edi t ion contains the Acts of  the Counci l ’s  November 2017 Plenary Assembly that
aimed to open a dialogue about the future of  humanity fo l lowing recent developments in
the f ie lds of  genet ics,  neuroscience and art i f ic ia l  intel l igence, inter al ia.

These developments have the potent ia l  to radical ly t ransform many aspects of  human l i fe
and they obl ige us to th ink again about how we understand human heal th and wel lbeing,
both physical  and psychological ;  about our comprehension of  human responsibi l i ty  and
free wi l l  and the interplay wi th determinism; and about the emergence of  machines with
potent ia l  for  types of  intel l igence, language capaci t ies and reasoning powers that  we would
previously have considered as being exclusive to human beings.

They cal l  not  only for  moral  evaluat ion but,  more radical ly,  a lso require us to re-examine
the anthropological  and ethical  categor ies that  t radi t ional ly have been employed to make
such value judgements.  I t  is  th is enquiry that  lay at  the heart  of  the Plenary whose acts
are presented here.

See the index and note the or ig inal  languages.

Other sect ions of  the review look at  the Courtyard of  the Gent i les,  the act iv i t ies of  the
Sports Department and the wor ld of  Music.


